




















































































































Tourism Report to Council Meeting Date: 

March 10, 2026 
 

Council Members, 

Please review the following updates regarding our upcoming events, marketing strategies, and local 
tourism initiatives. 

Event and Administrative Updates 

We are looking forward to a great turnout for the Surfside, Sunset, and Sound festival on March 20th and 
21st. Preparations are moving along smoothly. Additionally, on an administrative note, official notice of 
termination has been emailed to Freestyle. 

Strategic Shift in Tourism Advertising 

Moving forward, I recommend adjusting our advertising strategy to attract more families, historians, and 
bird watchers to the area. By highlighting Surfside Beach as a family-centric destination in our marketing 
materials, we can encourage a different demographic of visitors. It seems like our residents would 
greatly prefer having neighboring short-term rentals occupied by families rather than large, disruptive 
groups of unchaperoned teenagers. This shift aims to preserve the quality of life in our residential areas 
while still supporting local tourism. 

Public Safety and Unsanctioned Events 

We need to evaluate the impact of certain unsanctioned gatherings, such as "Senior Skip Day." These 
events, which the city does not organize, have historically become unruly and place a severe strain on 
our Police Department and EMS resources. This warrants a formal review to determine if this is the type 
of activity we want to allow to continue unchecked. I suggest we look into the ordinances and mitigation 
strategies currently utilized by other Texas coastal communities to manage similar crowds. 

Community and Environmental Initiatives 

Regarding ongoing beach preservation, Nest Fest successfully conducted a beach clean-up this 
morning, beginning at Yucca Avenue. It is always great to see our community stepping up to keep the 
shoreline clean. 

I greatly value the opportunity to work with the people of Surfside Beach and am always open to hearing 
the Council's or the citizens' ideas regarding the future of our tourism. 

~David Calhoun 

Tourism/IT Director 

 


